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Achmet and Ibrahim, were thrown into a dungeon, and
the whole of the inhabitants, about fifteen hundred in
number, and all the soldiers, were collected to be por-
tioned out for slavery. First, however, fifty maidens
were chosen as a gift to the Queen of Portugal, another
fifty for the Queen of Aragon, and a hundred of the finest
men to serve in the Pope's guard, wHere, it is said, that
in a year's time they had all become zealous Christians.
The rest were then divided into three lots. The first
were to be exchanged for Christians in captivity in
Africa; and with this view all persons who had rela-
tions captured or supposed to have been captured by the
African pirates, were called upon to send in their names
that they might be recovered. Another third was dis-
tributed to work as slaves among the nobles, as part
of their spoil, each duke obtaining a hundred, each
count fifty, and so on ; and the last third was sold to
pay the expenses of the expedition. The severity was of
course meant as a warning ; but Fernando was a man
of sordid and avaricious nature, and his nobler-minded
•wife had only been able to keep his cruelty in check by
appealing to his greed ; and when a wholesale butchery
had been proposed, she had represented that to enslave
the unfortunate men would be more profitable.
The Jews, four hundred in number, hoped to ransom
themselves, but found their property was part of the spoil.
However, their brethren ransomed them, and the other
Malagans hoped likewise to buy themselves off by
giving up all their treasure ; but in this they were
cruelly disappointed. None of them were released,
save those who were exchanged with the Africans ;
and there was no mercy for renegade Christians who
had become Mahometans, or Moors who had professed

